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who themselves began to listen to the unofficial
suggestions for peace made by the agents of the
Duchess d'Etampes, the mistress of Francis, in
order, if possible, to benefit herself and the Duke
of Orleans in the conditions, to the detriment of
the Dauphin Henry. Thenceforward it was a close
game of diplomatic finesse between Henry and
Charles as to which should make terms first and
arbitrate on the claims of the other.
St. Disier capitulated to the Emperor on the
8th August;   and  Charles at   once  sent  another
envoy to Henry at Boulogne, praying him urgently
to fulfil the plan of campaign decided with Gonzaga,
or the whole French army would be concentrated
upon  the imperial forces and  crush  them.    But
Henry would not budge from before Boulogne, and
Charles, whilst rapidly pushing forward into France,
and  in   serious danger of  being cut  off  by  the
Dauphin, listened intently for  sounds  of   peace.
They soon came, through the Duke of Lorraine;
and before the end of August the Emperor was in
close negotiation with the French, determined, come
what might,  that  the  final settlement  of  terms
should not be left in the hands of the  King of
England.     Henry's   action   at  this  juncture was
pompous, inflated, and stupid, whilst that of Charles
was statesmanlike,  though   unscrupulous.     Even
during the negotiations Charles pushed forward and
captured Epernay and Chateau Thierry, where the
Dauphin's  stores   were.     This was   on   the   7th
September, and then having struck his blow he
knew that he must make peace at once.    He there-
fore sent the  young Bishop of Arras, Granvelle,
with a message to Henry which he knew would